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Painting Your Queensland Home: A Practical Homeowner’s Guide

Queensland’s climate brings high humidity, strong UV sunlight, seasonal heavy rains,
and temperature fluctuations. These conditions make good paint selection,
preparation, and application especially important for long-lasting, attractive results.

1. Queensland Climate Considerations

High humidity can promote mould growth, while intense sun causes fading and
chalking. Heavy rain requires flexible, water-resistant paints. For best results, use
premium 100% acrylic paints formulated for Australian conditions, such as Dulux
Weathershield for exteriors. Proper surface preparation (cleaning, mould treatment,
and priming where needed) is

essential.

2. Exterior Colour Strategies

Monochromatic

(Single Colour Scheme)

This approach uses one main colour
(or very closely related tones) across
most of the house. It creates a clean,
modern, and unified look. Many
contemporary Queensland homes use
this style successfully. It is relatively
simple to maintain and can make
smaller homes feel larger.

Two-Tone Scheme

This is one of the most popular
choices. Typically, it involves a main
wall colour with a contrasting or
complementary trim colour (fascias,
windows, doors, etc.). It adds visual
interest while keeping the house
balanced. Classic examples include
light walls with white or off-white trim,
or darker trim on lighter walls for
definition.




Three-Tone Scheme

This uses three colours: usually a main wall colour, a trim/fascia colour, and an
accent colour (e.g., front door, feature panels, or shutters). It offers more personality
and depth. Three-tone schemes work particularly well on Queenslander-style homes
or larger properties but require careful colour selection to avoid looking busy.

All three approaches (mono, two-tone, and three-tone) are viable and commonly
used across Queensland. Your choice depends on your home’s architecture,
neighbourhood style, and personal preference.

3. Light vs Dark Colours

Light Colours (whites, off-whites, light
neutrals):

These reflect more sunlight, helping keep the
house cooler. They generally show less
noticeable fading and hide minor dirt and
imperfections better over time.

Dark Colours (deep greys, charcoals, dark
blues, greens, etc.):

These create bold, dramatic, and modern
statements. They absorb more heat, which
can place extra stress on the paint in direct
sun, and may show dirt or fading more
obviously. With high-quality paint and good
preparation, dark colours can perform well, especially as accents rather than on
large wall areas.

Both light and dark options are valid. Many homeowners choose lighter colours for
main walls and darker shades for accents.

4. Matching Gutters, Fascias, and Trims
Popular approaches include:

e Matching gutters and fascias to the main wall colour for a seamless, modern
look.

e Using white or light trim against coloured walls for a crisp, classic appearance
(especially effective on Queenslanders).

e Matching gutters and fascias to the trim colour for a coordinated roofline.

e Using darker trims on lighter walls for strong visual definition.



All of these matching strategies are widely used and can produce attractive results.
5. Sheen Levels (Finish) Explained
Sheen level affects appearance, durability, and cleanability:

e Matt/ Flat: Minimal shine. Hides imperfections well but is harder to clean and
less durable in exterior applications.

o Low Sheen: Popular for exterior walls. Good balance — hides imperfections
while offering decent durability and a subtle sheen.

e Semi-Gloss: Recommended for windows, doors, trims, and high-wear areas.
Provides good durability, easier cleaning, and a sharper, more defined look. It
is the standard choice for exterior window frames and trims in Queensland.

e Gloss: Highest shine. Very durable and easy to clean but shows every
imperfection. Used less often on large areas.

For most Queensland exteriors: Low sheen on walls and semi-gloss on windows,
doors, and trims is a reliable combination.

6. Choosing White Paints (Popular Dulux Options)
White Paint  Undertone Typical Use Notes

Brightest; can look very

Vivid White Pure / minimal Trims, ceilings
stark

Lexicon Cool (slight . Excellent coverage;
Walls and trims .

Quarter grey-blue) highly popular

Wh!te on Cool blue Modern interiors Clean, architectural feel

White

Natural White Warm-neutral Most homes Very versatile

Antique White Warm Traditional & Soft. classic look

U.S.A. (peach/cream) Queenslander homes ’

Always test samples on your own walls, as lighting dramatically changes how whites
appear.
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7. Other Popular Colours in Queensland
¢ Warm neutrals and greiges.
e Soft coastal blues and greens.
e Light to mid greys for modern homes.

e Bold accent colours (used sparingly on doors or features).

8. Interior Painting Considerations
Interiors are less exposed to weather but still need proper choices:

o Colour Strategies: Monochromatic schemes make spaces feel larger and
calmer. Two-tone (walls vs trim/ceiling) adds subtle interest. Three-tone can
include feature walls or different colours in open-plan zones.



o Sheen Levels: Low sheen or matt for living areas (hides imperfections).
Semi-gloss or gloss on trims, doors, and bathrooms/kitchens for easier
cleaning.

¢ Whites: Same Dulux options as above. Lighter whites help bounce natural
light around, which is useful in Queensland’s bright conditions.

o Practical Tips: Use washable paints in high-traffic areas. Good ventilation and
mould-resistant paints are beneficial in humid areas like bathrooms and
laundries.




